MEDIA ADVISORY                     

CONTACT: naap_ny@naaponline.org
WHEN: Sunday, Nov.3rd. 7-9pm
WHERE: The New York Comedy Club / 241 E. 24th Street (between 2nd and 3rd)
WHAT: HOW ABOUT SOME HUMMUS?? an Arab-American Comedy Show

If he wasn't smiling, you might think he's being serious.But when Ray Hanania tells a crowd, I'd like to take you all hostage, but I've only got four seats in my cab," this Arab-American wants you to know, hes just kidding.

Since the attacks of Sept. 11th, Arab and Muslim Americans have sought to assure their neighbors that terrorism is not a tactic they buy into. Their efforts have included education, outreach and dialogue. For Hanania - a Palestinian American synidicated columnist and stand up comic - tickling someone can be just as effective as appealing to their intellect.

Hanania is among a new crop of Arab Americans who have responded to the
public's heightened awareness to the Middle East and its culture with humor - perhaps easing tensions against the nation’s Arab and Muslim population. The 49-year-old, who began telling jokes on stage just nine months ago, will be headlining Nov. 3rd at The New York Comedy Club during an Arab American comedy night sponsored by the Network of Arab American Alumni and Professionals (NAAP-NY).

Hanania's shows have drawn national attention as he mingles political humor with earnest commentary on culture and religion. Omar Koury will emcee the show and the line-up will include comedians James Asher, Sherif Hedayat, Dean Obeidallah, Nasry Malak, and Ray Hanania. Not unlike their counterparts of other ethnicities, these Arab American comedians will take the stage following the long tradition of ethnic comedy in America - turning fear into funny.

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
The Network of Arab-American Alumni and Professionals (NAAP) is a community of young Arabs and Arab-Americans working in a number of professions. Through the efforts of our members, we work to promote our common heritage and culture, to support the Arab student movement, to provide opportunities for professional networking, and to promote the common interests of the larger Arab community through political activism. For more info:  www.naaponline.org

